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Conyers on Haddad Ruling:
“ A Victory for Fundamental Fairness”

In reaction to today’s Eastern District of Michigan ruling to open up the U.S. Department
of Justice’s detention hearings involving renowned Michigan religious leader Imam Haddad,
Congressman John Conyers, Ranking Member of the House Judiciary Committee issued the
following statement:

“The decision to restore Imam Haddad’s fundamental constitutional right to an open
immigration proceeding is a blow to those who would destroy our constitution in a misguided
effort to save it and a victory for the fundamental fairness of the American judicial system.  This is
a repudiation of Attorney General Ashcroft’s strategy of pushing the envelope when it comes to
the Bill of Rights.

The Justice Department, in its zealousness to protect our freedoms by detaining Middle
Easterners without disclosing evidence and by holding secret hearings, has attempted to whittle
away the constitutional foundation that has made freedom a beacon for the world.  Today’s
decision illustrates how far the Bush Administration has gone in transgressing the boundaries
established by our founding fathers in pursuit of national security.”

Conyers joined the ACLU and others in petitioning the court to open the proceedings. 
The Justice Department had sought to exclude Conyers and other members of the public from
attending the proceedings.
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